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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend Claims 1, 5 and 10 to 14 as follows. The claims, as pending 
in the subject ^plication, read as follows: 

I . (Currently Arnended) A purchase group management server connectable 
with at least one terminal through a network, comprising: 

receiving means for receiving, from said terminal operated by a purchaser, a 
request for a group purchase indicating a product to be pxirchased; 

notifying means for notifying said terminal of an ID xmiquely corresponding 
to a group of said group purchase; 

storage means for storing a plurality of purchase states st at erfo r s ati s fying a 
condition of the g r ou p p urchase , wherein said each of the plurah'ty of purchase state states 
corresponds to said the ID of ths group : 

update means for updatin g, when a purchase of the product indicated in said 
group purchase is performed using the ID by another purchaser of the group, a 
corresponding said purchase state in the plurality of purchase states stored in said storage 
means when a pu r chase o f the pr o duc t indicated in said gi ' oup bulk pm ' chasc is pcrfoi ' mcd 
using said ID b ^r an o thcr purchaser ; and 

control means for giving a special favor to the purchasers of the group on 
the basis of each of the plurality of fee purchase siate states stored in said storage means 
and a condition of the group purciiase, 

wherein after a passage of a time period included in the condition, said 
control means gives the special favor to die purchasers of the group if the corresponding 
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purchase state stored in said storage means satisfies the condition of the group purchase, 
and does not give the special favor to the p urchas er purchasers of the group if the 
corresponding purchase state does not satisfy the condition of the group purchase. 

2. (Previously Presented) A purchase group management server according 
to claim 1, wherein the special favor is a discount of the purchase price of the product 
indicated in said group purchase, 

3. (Previously Presented) A purchase group management server according 
to claim 1, wherein said special favor is given to each member of said group purchase who 
purchased said product using the ID. 

4. (Previously Presented) A purchase group management server according 
„ to claim 1, wherein said control means gives said special favor to the purchasers after the 

group purchase received is completed. 

5. (Currently Amended) A purchase group management server according to 
claim 1, wherein said notifying means notifies said terminal of a purchase period of said 
product with said t^ ID. 

6. (Previously Pres^ted) A purchase group management server according 
to claim 1, wherein said request includes a payment method for said group purchase, and 
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said control means peiforms payment or reception of money by a method 
designated by said payment method upon at least one of cases of selling said product and of 
giving said special favor. 

7. (Previously Presented) A purchase group management server according 
to claim 1, wherein said request includes a payment method for the purchasers, and 

said control means perfbnns payment or reception of money between it and 
each purchaser by a method designated by said payment method upon at least one of cases 
of selling said product and of giving said special favor. 

8. to 9, (Cancelled), 

10. (Currently Amended) A terminal connected through a netwoit with a 
purchase group management server, wherein the networic with a purchase group 
management server conapiises: 

receiving means for receiving a request for a group purchase ftom said 
teraiinal operated by a purchaser; 

notifying means for notiiying said terminal of an ID uniquely corresponding 
to a group of said group purchase; 

storage means for storing a plurality of purchase states state for satisfying a 
c onditi o n o f the gi ' oup purchas e, wherein said each of the plurality oJ^ purchase state states 
corresponds to sard the ID of the group : 
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update means for updating^ said pui ' diase stat e s to red in &aid ^tuiagc mcaiis 
when a purchase of [[a]] ^ product indicated in said group purchase is perfonned using 
sa id givCT the ID by another purchaser of the group, a coiresponding purchase state in the 
pluratitv of r>iirchase states stored in said storage means : and 

control means for giving a special favor to the purchasers of the group on 
the basis of each of the plurality of ^ purchase state states stored in said storage means 
and a condition of the group purchase. 

wherein said terminal is used for, in a case where a group purchase is 
requested to said purchase group management server, notifying said purchase group 
management server of the request for the group purchase including purchase conditions 
including at least the name and the number of products to be purchased, 

and wh^ein after a passage of a time period included in the condition, said 
control means gives the special favor to the purchasers group if the corresponding purchase 
state stored in said storage means satisfies the condition of the group purchase, and does 
not give the special favor to the purclias cr purchasers of the proup if the cpr resppnr^infjr 
purchase state does not satisfy the condition of the group purchase. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) A group purchase method comprising the steps 

of: 

receiving a request for the group purchase from a terminal having an ID^ in 
a case where a request for said group purchase indicating a product to be purchased is 
made; 
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notifying the termina] having the ID uniquely corresponding to a grouo of 
said group purchase^ in a case where the request for said group purchase is received; 

storing a plurality of purchase states s tate f o r satisfying a conditi o n of the 
g ro up purchase , wherein sard each of the plurality purchase state states corresponds to the 
ID of the group : 

undatin a, when a purchase of the product indicated in said group purchase is 
performed using the ID bv another purchaser of the group, a corresponding said purchase 
state in the plur ality of purchase states stored in said stop of storing a purchase bUL e itji case 
apu r cliasc of the p ro duct indicated in said gioup puichasc is performed using the ID bj i a 
purcbaser; and 

giving a special fevor to the pu r chas er purchasers of the group on the basis 
of each of the plurality of the purchase state states stored in said step of storing a purchase 
state and a condition of the group pitfchase. 

wherein after a passage of a time period included in the condition, the 
special favor is given to the pm chas e r purchasers of the group in said step of giving fee 
special fiivui if the corresponding purchase state stored in said step of storing a p urchas e 
state satisfies the condition of the group purchase, and the special favor is not given to the 
purchaser purchasers of the eroup if the corresponding purchase state does not satisfy the 
condition of the group purchase. 

12. (Currently Amended) A program for executing a process for a special 
favor to each member of a group purchase, the process comprising the steps of 
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receiving a request for the group purchase fiom a terminal having an JDj, in 
a case where a request for said group purchase indicating a product to be purchased is 
made; 

notifying the terminal having the ID uniquely coiresponding to a^oup of 
said group purchase^ in a case where the request for said group purchase is received; 

storing a pluralitv of purchase states s ta te f oi satis f ying a c o ndition of the 
g r oup purcha se, wherein said each of the nluralitv of purchase state states corresponds to 
the ID of the group : 

updatin g, when a purchase of the product indicated in said group purchase is 
performed using the ID bv another purchaser of die group, a coircsponding said purchase 
state in the plur alitv of purchase states stored in said step of storing a pm ' clia&e stat e in cas e 
a purcha s e of the pr o duct indicated in said gioup pu r cliaAC is pcifoiniej using the - ID by a 
purchaser^ and 

giving a special favor to the p u r chase r purchasers of the group on the basis 
of each of the plurality of t he purchase state states stored in said step of storing a purchas e 
state and a condition of the group purchase. 

wherein after a passage of a time period included in the condition, the 
special favor is given to the p urchas e r pmchasers of the group in said step of giving fiic 
s p ecial favor if the corresponding purchase state stored in said step of storing a pui chas e 
state satisfies the condition of the group purchase, and the special favor is not given to the 
purchaser piu-chasers of the group if the corresponding purchase state does not satisfy the 
condition of the group purchase, 
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13, (Currently Amended) A recording medium storing a program for 
executing a process for giving a special favor in a group purchase, the process comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a request for the group purchase from a terminal having an ED^ in 
a case where a request for said group purchase radicating a product to be purchased is 
made; 

notifying the terminal having the ID uniquely corresponding to a group of 
said group purchase^ in a case where the request for said group purchase is received; 

storing a pturalitv of purchase state states for satiafying a condition of the 
group pm-diase, wherein said each of the plurality of purchase state states corresponds to 
the ID of the group : 

updati ng, when a puxcliase of the product indicated in said jzroup purchase is 
performed using the ID by another purchaser of the proitp, a coiresoondine said purchase 
state in the plurality of purchase states stored in said step of sto rin g a purchase state in cas e 
a pui - chaa e uf Ui c product iudica t cd in aaid group pm ' diaj^c is perf o rmed ai>it(g the ID by a 
p urchcu c r ; and 

giving a special fevor to the purchaser purchasers of the group on the basis 
of *e each of the plurality of purchase stete states stored in said step of storing a pu r chas e 
state and a condition of the group purchase. 

wherein after a passage of a time period included in the condition, the 
special favor is given to the purchaser purchasers of the fax>np in said step of giving the 
special favoi if the corresponding purchase state stored in said step of storing a purchase 
state satisfies the condition of the group purchase, and the special favor is not gtveai to the 
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pui'chasci purchasers of the group if the corresponding purchase state does not satisfy the 
condition of the group purchase. 

14. (Currently Amended) A selling system comprising: 

receiving means for receiving a request for a group purchase from a terminal 
having an ID^ in a case where a request for said group purchase indicating a product to be 
purchased is made; 

notifying means for notifying the terminal having the ID uniquely 
corresponding to a group of said group purchase^ in a case where the request for said group 
purchase is received; 

storage means for storing a plurality of purchase states slate f o r satisfyuig a 
condition o f the ginu p purchcisc , wherein said each of the plurality of purchase state states 
corresponds to the ID of the group : 

update means for updatin g, when a purchase of the product indicated in said 
group purchase is performed using the TP hv another purchaser of the group, a 
corresponding said purchase state m the plurality of purchase states stored m said storage 
means when a purchas e o f tlic. pioduct indicated hi said g r oup purchase is pci ' fomied using 
Llie ID by a puichasei ; ajid 

control means for giving a special favor to the p urchaser purchasers of the 
group on the basis of each of the plurality of fee purchase state states stored in said storage 
means and a condition of the group purchase, 

wherein after a passage of a time period included in the condition, said 
control means gives the special favor to the purchase r purchasers of the group if the 
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corresponding purchase state stored in said storage means satisfies the condition of the 
group purchase, and does not give the special favor to the p urchas er purchasers of the 
SQiffi ifthQ corresponding purchase state does not satisfy the condition of the group 
purchase. 

15. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 14, wherein said 
receiving means for receiving the request of said group purchase receives information 
capable of identifying a purchase period, the number of products to be purchased, and all 
purchasers when receiving the request of said group purchase. 

16. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 14, further 
comprising a data base for storing group purchase information received through said 
receiving means for receiving the request. 

17. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 14, wherein said 
sj^tem comprises means for calculating the special favor generates a purchase condition 
management table made up from infonnation for identifying a purchaser, a purchase 
period, and a purchase date. 

18. (Previously Presented) A system according to claim 17, wherein said 
control means for receiving a request updates said purchase condition management table in 
case the order of a purchaser is completed. 
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